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Women Journeying in Mission: “What does 
the Lord Require of us?” Micah 6:8 

 
Nancy Yarborough (right) receiving thank you letters from students 

supported through the ‘Crafts for a Cause Ministry’ 

Nancy Yarborough, York River District Lay Leader and 

former President, York River United Methodist Women’s 

has the people of Cambodia at heart. She has visited the 

country on several occasions. Her passion to serve 

particularly, with women and youths is so contagious that, 

this time around, she came with her two friends Martha 

Dodson and Sally Spreder to share similar experiences. It 

was an unforgettable three weeks of engaging with women, 

children and youths in church. The purpose of their visit was 

to strengthen the relationship between Cambodian 

Methodist Church and the Virginia Annual Conference. The 

visiting team facilitated seminars with women and young 

adults on Servant Leadership to build their capacities as 

potential and today’s leaders in the community, church and 

family. 69 women leaders represented the 11 districts of 

Methodist Church in Cambodia. The sessions involved 

contextual learning and teachings including bible -  

studies, role plays and workshops therefore, providing learning and 

networking experiences for the participants. 

Some Cambodian women are presumably not so assertive but it was 

enlightening how they could exchange knowledge and learn how to 

solve problems together. In addition, our sisters from Virginia 

conducted another 3-day seminar cum retreat in Sihanoukville 

(coastal city of Cambodia) with 120 clergy wives and clergy women. 

The theme was on servant leadership and the platform gave women 

an opportunity to air out their challenges as Christians in Cambodia. 

Nancy Yarborough gave the opening message.  In her keynote 

address based on Isaiah 43:19, she shared, “God has already started 

a new thing for us. We American sisters have come to get to know you, 

to learn from each other, to share the journey of faith, and to build a 

partnering relationship for God’s mission...I have already felt that I am 

part of your family... We have found out that we have so much in 

common...the most important of our commonality is all of us are 

God’s precious children...This journey has special meaning for all of us. 

We are in God’s mission and mission is Love in Action...getting 

involved in relationship of mutuality...”  
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Women are vulnerable in the society and because of that they 

share somewhat similar challenges. The retreat gave them a 

rare opportunity to meet together in their numbers, from 

different provinces around Cambodia with a sole purpose, To 

exchange ideas and knowledge on how to embrace and 

overcome some of the problems they face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the right: Martha, Sally and Nancy listening attentively to testimonies 

during the closing worship  

 

Most importantly, it was a time of redirecting efforts to serve 
with God in mind and continue carrying the biblical 
perspective. Needless to say, it was relaxing spending time at 
the beach listening to the sound of the sea.  
During the closing worship, our sisters from Virginia washed 
the feet of the participants, a symbolic experience of servant 
leadership. It was a humbling and emotional moment for 
everyone. It is the hope that the message of servant 
leadership can live out the dream as local women take an 
assertive stance to serve the Lord as leaders in their 
respective communities with humility and compassion. Micah 
6:8 wrapped up the message of the day; “He has shown you, 
O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly[a] with your 
God. 
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https://www.biblica.com/bible/niv/micah/6/#footnote-22657a
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Every woman participant left the event singing with joy and 

feeling more accepted, loved, empowered and confident to 

share the Good News.  

 

Prayer requests  
• Please pray for peace during the upcoming 

Cambodia National Elections that will take place in 

July. 

• Please pray for my daughter, Michelle Gitobu, as she 

discerns where to continue her college education. 

She will be graduating high school this May.   

• Please also pray for our girls at Susanna Wesley 

Dormitory as they complete their first semester in 

college; that they will remain faithful to God and 

follow in the steps of Jesus Christ as they develop 

into adulthood. I give prayers of thanksgiving and 

praise for all of you who have continued to provide 

financial support for their needs. 

• Pray for children everywhere—that they might all 

have the opportunity to achieve their potential and 

come to know Christ as their Lord and Savior.  

• Pray for peace and understanding in our world, that 

we will set aside our differences whatever they may 

be—political, religious, national, ethnic, gender, 

etc.—and work together to provide a hope and a 

future for the children who will be the leaders of 

tomorrow. 

• Please pray that we will all learn to trust the Lord on 

this rough road we travel, confident that He is 

directing our steps as we journey through life and 

eagerly anticipate His return. “How can we 

understand the road we travel? It is the Lord who 

directs our steps”. Proverbs 20:24 
 

 

.   
     Martha Dodson sharing gifts to the children 

 

Learn more about volunteers in mission and ministry  

UMVIM Cambodia 

URL General Board of Global Ministries UMC Cambodia 

Kindly donate to missionary advance  

 Esther Karimi Gitobu Advance #13959Z 

Kindly donate to project advance  

Children and Youth Scholarships Advance #3020791 

 

In the middle: Sally Spreder washing the feet of one of the participants 
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https://www.facebook.com/UMVIM-Cambodia-343594996126774/
http://umccambodia.org/volunteer/
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Gitobu-Esther-Karimi
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3020791
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Testimonies and Impact… 

Pastor Bin Him (a local Methodist Pastor) was so grateful to 

be one of the participants. She said” Thank you so much for 

this experience.  It has forever changed me,” From the 

testimonies of the missionaries and the local women, they 

all learned so much from our sisters from Virginia.  It was a 

time of learning and finding meaning for one’s existence.  

One of our younger pastors revealed, “I would like to share 

that I have been moved by our sisters from Virginia for their 

love for the people of Cambodia and our Lord.  I have learned 

so much about what it means to be humble and giving.  Thank 

you for teaching me. Sally Spreder was quite moved by the 

testimonies of the Cambodian Women and their enduring 

faith amidst various persecutions in a Buddhist nation.  Her 

remark was touching. “I’ve been with the saints of God’ and 

I am enriched and blessed by this time. Our God is an 

awesome God.  Thank you for making His presence felt and 

known!”  

One of our Women leaders, Matilda Kim remarked, “What 

is our mission as women in mission? Thank you, God, for 

opening my eyes. I now have a renewed sense of purpose in 

doing my part as God’s hands and feet.”  

“Thank goodness! We have modern technology, the email 

and other social media. Stay in touch. Even though we are not 

in the country, we can still make a difference.  Take - 

advantage of us, whose lives you have touched...for prayers, for 

projects, or anything you need. Beautiful people!”   These were the 

parting words from our visiting sisters as they embarked on their 

9000-mile journey home after three weeks of pouring out their love, 

compassion and kindness to our children, youth and women.  I love 

to see them wave and sing praises to God and tell about their 

changed lives!  

Thank you for providing financial support for our various ministries 

especially, to educate vulnerable young who are struggling to build 

a better future for themselves and their families. And my deepest 

gratitude to all of you who have been lifting my family and the work 

here in prayer—we couldn’t manage without your prayer support 

that sustains us. I am also praying for you—for those who are sick, 

struggling with unemployment, grieving from loss of a loved one, 

studying, and struggling in ways only you and God knows. I pray 2018 

will be a year of joy, peace and love for all of us.  

May our good Lord bless you always and abundantly■ 

 

Esther, and her two daughters Nicole and Michelle  
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