
Shine Project Update for Myers Park UMC (June 2021)

Since our last update in January, the coordinators of the Shine Project have advertised
about this Project through various sources (churches, FB, posters, etc). In the months
of February and March, we interviewed and accepted three candidates:

1. ChanRim Trouk - She is an 18 year old high school dropout who
wishes to learn the skills of salon & makeup. She hopes to return to
her hometown (Kampong Speu) once she gets the license and open
her own salon. She is not a Christian.

2. Pisey Teom - She is 22 years old and dropped out of school when
she was in 8th grade at the request of her parents. She had to work to
pay off her parents’ debt and could not return to school. Currently, she
runs a small coffee cart in front of the methodist church that she
attends. She hopes to get a license in Khmer (Cambodian) food and
open her own restaurant in the future.

3. Lika Kong - She is 25 years old and dropped out of school when she
was in 7th grade to help support her parents and her 8 siblings as the
oldest child in the family. She has had many odd jobs including
working at a factory in Malaysia for two years when she was 17 years
old. She is a divorcee with a 5 year old son who is currently living at an
orphanage run by a Singaporean NGO. She hopes to get licensed in

salon & makeup, make enough money, and bring her son to live with her. She currently
works at a school as a cook helper through which she earns $50/month. She attends a
methodist church.

************

We were in the process of registering them to school so that they could start as soon
as possible when the city of Phonm Penh went under a lockdown in the middle of
March due the an outbreak of COVID-19 which increased the cases of the nation from
500s to 40,782 cases as of today. Exponential increase in cases (more than 40,000
cases in 4 months) has shut down a lot of things including the schools where the Shine
participants would’ve attended.



This week, we checked out Marida Salon School upon hearing that they were open,
but decided to hold off on sending our students because we did not feel that they were
practicing safety against COVID-19. In addition, the daily cases in Cambodia are still in
the highs of 600s despite aggressive vaccination (Chinese vaccines), and we feel that
we should wait until the outbreak dissipates to register the students.

We will interview another candidate who is also interested in salon & makeup next
week (June 23). She is a 16 year old who dropped out of schol 2 years ago. More
update about her will follow.

Please continue to pray for us as we seek to help young women in Cambodia to
receive vocational training to become economically independent with increased
self-esteem as they come to understand the amazing grace of God.
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