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WASH ACADEMY

When HVS was constructed in 2024,
the GBGM ARK Ministry installed a
rainwater harvesting and filtration
system using a method developed by
Seoul National University in South Korea.
This system consists of four large
storage tanks that collect, filter, and
store rainwater. The tanks are installed
under a protective shelter. We use the
rainwater for drinking and for the coffee
shop. We test it regularly with drinking
water test strips. About a year after the
system was installed, we had a full
battery of tests done by the laboratory of
environment and food safety of the
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Institut Pasteur du Cambodge. HVS Assembling a model filtration system.
water always passes with flying colors!
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Representatives from Vietnam, Laos,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Cambodia,
Korea, and Mongolia came together at
HVS to learn how to install rainwater
harvesting systems.

Clean drinking water remains a critical
issue for millions of people across
developing countries in Southeast Asia.
Wells are easily contaminated and
sometimes suffer from over extraction
and saltwater intrusion. But an effective
rainwater harvesting system can provide
a sustainable solution for improving
access to safe water.

This month GBGM and Bridge of Hope
conducted the first week-long WASH
Academy at Hope Vocational School.
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Piseth Chey demonstrates how to test the water
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Teacher Linda welcomes WASH to her school.

WASH Academy (cont.)

ARK Program Coordinator Missionary
Patrick Booth and GBGM-Cambodia
employee Piseth Chey conducted the
training. Under their supervision,
participants took what they learned and
actually installed systems at two area
schools that lack potable drinking water.
One was the primary school where HVS
English teacher Linda Chhouan teaches
fifth grade in the mornings. It was great
to be able to connect HVS with the
larger community in this way.

Participants will return to their home
countries where they can apply for
GBGM/Bridge of Hope grants to install
rainwater harvesting systems at schools
or churches or commmunity centers that
need them. At HVS, we are proud to be
the nucleus of this important
movement. Our dream is to continue
offering WASH Academies so that more
and more people will be able to benefit
from the innovative system that sustains
HVS every day.

TERM THREE AND BEYOND

This month, HVS embarked on the third
and final term of the academic year with
113 students enrolled. The actual cost of
attendance is $210 per term, but in 2025
the full cost of attendance was
supported by donations. We are
preparing application packets for 2026.
Next year, students will pay a modest
tuition amounting to about 10% of the
actual cost of attendance: $21 per term.
We will provide need-based scholarships
to ensure that cost is not a barrier to
attendance. But we think a small tuition
will give families a stronger connection
to the institution while helping reduce
our reliance on donations.

WHY STUDY KOREAN?

There are several reasons HVS decided
to offer classes in the Korean Language.
For the past few years, people have been
especially interested in Korean because
of pop culture: K-pop, K-dramas, and
Korean films. So it is a language teens
and young adults really want to learn.
But a more compelling reason, at least
for HVS, is how important South Korea's
economy is in the world. There are fewer
Korean language speakers in Cambodia
compared to English or Chinese, which
may give our students a competitive
advantage in the job market here. And
we hope that knowing Korean will also
provide opportunities for them to find
good jobs abroad if that is something
they desire.




STUDENT HIGHLIGHT:
COLLEGIANS VICHHAT CHHAY
AND BUNTHEA KEUM

Vichhat (20) and Bunthea (18) are in their second term
studying English at HVS. They both attend “Conversational
English” in the evenings. But HVS isn't the only school they
attend. Vichhat is also studying information technology
engineering (ITE) at Royal University of Phnom Penh.
Bunthea will start his first semester at Preah Sihamoniraja
Buddhist University on November 1 where he plans to
study Khmer literature. Vichhat spends twelve hours each
week on his moto commuting between Phnom Penh and
Dei Eth Koh Phos Village, and he still also makes time to
study English at HVS three hours each week. Bunthea's
university classes will be on Saturdays and Sundays, so he
will be able to continue at HVS as well. They choose to
attend HVS because they believe English proficiency will be

I essential in their future careers. Bunthea says, “I'm very
passionate about learning and I'm excited to gain more
knowledge and experience at HVS."
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Hope Vocational School was
built by the Global Ministries of

GIObaI Ministries the United Methodist Church

i ) and its Korean NGO, the Bridge
e The United Methodist Church °
of Hope. To support the school,

you may donate to the
: Cambodian Mission Initiative
a Bridge of Hope
g p Advance #00230A and indicate
that your donation is for HVS.




